Time Reflection

quitar quartet with Chinese guqin

Jeff Roberts



Instrumentation

4 Nylon String Classical Guitars

1 Amplified Electric Guitar (with volume Pedal)
1 Chinese Gugin ( 3% )

Optional CD recording of Guqin part

NOTE:

Guitar part 1 doubles on Electric Guitar.

All 4 Nylon String Classical Guitars need to be subtly amplified.

In the absence of a guqin performer, a CD recording of the gugin is available.



Performance Notes

Amplification

Classical Guitars

Subtle Amplification is needed for the classical guitars to bring out
the subtle harmonics used in this composition. Enough amplification
should be used just to make some of the colorful details of the
harmonics more audible for the audience but not too much as to
distort the natural acoustic sound of the classical guitar.

Electric Guitar

The electric guitar should be amplified with it's own independent
amplifier. The amplifier should have some reverb effect and chorus
effect to add to the guitar sound. While much of the time the electric
guitar will be performing notes using the ‘volume swell’ technique,
when the electric guitarist does perform notes that don’t use the
volume swell, the performer should find a volume level that balances
well with the volume levels of the classical guitars.

Gugqin

If a live guqin player is used to perform with the guitar quartet, it will
depend on the acoustics of the hall whether the instrument will need
to be amplified. If the gugin is left un-amplified, the amplification of
the classical guitars should not be so much that it overpowers the
volume of the un-amplified guqin.

A recording of the guqin part is also made available with the score in
the event that a guqin performer is not available for the performance.
The recording will need to be cued in different sections of the piece
either by a sound engineer or by a performer on stage.

Special Notation

For all guitar notation, the standard arabic numerical string
designation (6=E, 5=A, 4=D, 3=G, 2=B, 1=E) will be used, along with
the standard roman numeral position designation ( e.g. I, XII, XV,
etc.)

Classical Guitar Tecl‘lniques and Notation

h.o. hammer-on
Designates the traditional technique of using a finger of the
left hand to hammer down on a note. Usually found in
chromatic melodic lines (a la jazz guitar/bebop technique)

h.o. (r)

sl.

gl.

scrape

wisp

hammer-on right hand
Using a finger of the right hand, tap onto the designated
note to make it sound.

pull-off

Designates the traditional technique of using a finger of
the left hand to pull off of the note allowing the fingered
note below to sound. Usually found in chromatic melodic
lines (a la jazz guitar/bebop technique)

slide

In this composition, this designation is used exclusively
for V2 step interval glissandi within the context of a
chromatic melodic line. Designates to slide to the next
notated pitch.

glissando

Designates a slide of more than a V2 step. Most often
the end destination of the note is not notated and will
usually be dictated by how much string remains below
the initial glissando pitch and how much time there is
given to perform the gesture.

wound string scrape

This technique produces a glissando effect by scraping
the designated part of the wound string with a fingernail
on the right hand. The performer needs to dig into the
string enough to produce a smooth, pitched glissando.
Below is the notation used to describe the fret location
and range the scrape should be performed. The scrape
should be timed to last the duration notated. Thus this
will determine the speed of the scrape:

string scrape
@ XV XVI XV
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wound string ‘wisp’



This technique is performed by very quickly moving

a finger of the I.h. or r.h. up or down across one or
more of the wound strings. There is no fingered pitch
The effect desired is a quick, un-pitched sound gesture
that is rather subtle and ephemeral.

H.S. Pluck  Headstock String Pluck

Pluck the designated string just behind the nut, at
the headstock end of the guitar.

Harmonic Nodes Notation

A special type of graphic is used to quickly identify the general
vicinity of harmonic nodes to be plucked between the end of the
guitar neck (sound hole) and the bridge of the guitar. In the picture
above, the guitar body is abstracted in the single line diagram below
the picture of the guitar: the dashed line between the sound hole and
bridge is just for reference, locating the midway point between the
sound hole and bridge. Below is an example of a use of the graphic:
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The traditional notation designates that the 4" string, D string is used
(thus an open string). The F# harmonic node (10° partial), found
about half way between the sound hole and bridge, is to be fingered
with the right hand 1% finger and then plucked with the thumb of the

right hand (the traditional right hand fingering/plucking harmonics
technique).

Pure Hal‘mOl’liCS / CO]OI‘ Harmonics

A pure harmonic simply refers to a harmonic that, when it sounds,
contains only the notated harmonic and no other sound. The notation
for these pure harmonics will simply be the traditional notation for
harmonics.

Color Harmonics are harmonic nodes that, when plucked, initiate a
collection of harmonics or a particular timbral quality.

Nodes with collections of harmonics are often found just above or
below the harmonic node locations for the partials of the overtone
series (or the traditional pure harmonics). These occur always over
the fret-board and thus position designations such as “just below XII’
or “between V & VI” will help to locate the node more precisely.
These harmonic collections are sometimes generated by an
interaction of the harmonic and a slight vibration of the fundamental.
Thus, when this is required, the fundamental will be circled to
designate that it should slightly srclund to create the harmonics effect:
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A second type of Color Harmonic is found in the nodes closest to the
bridge. These have a buzzing, metallic timbral quality. These will
always involve the upper partials 8° - 9° - 10° - 11° - 12°. Sometimes
the fundamental needs to buzz to create the effect but usually if the
node is plucked, the buzzing will occur automatically, without having
to search for it. These harmonics are identified by the nature of their
location (they will always be located off the fret-board and close to
the bridge.) A circle around the fundamental simply designates that
they have a unique timbral quality but not that they always need the
fundamental to sound and interact with the harmonic:

.

@)ﬁQAA

Tk
Tk

™

&
i

I J—



Normal Harmonics

Normal Harmonics are ones with no pitch or timbral quality other
than the resultant partial pitch. For the sake of simplicity, notation of
the resultant tones of these partials will not be notated in the score

Electric Guitar Techniques and Notation

Volume Pedal Swelling
A major technical component of the electric guitar part is using
a volume pedal to create crescendo-diminuendo volume

swells on notes and chords. Note that the durations shown in the
electric guitar part designate the time in which the notes should
sound be audible. That is, in a volume pedal swell, sound should

and a general chart will be provided here for use as an aid to identify
the resulting partial pitches:

50 30 40 50 begin at the onset of a rhythm and cease at the end of the notated
- - duration. This means that, in order to initiate the sound, the note(s)

i) —e — — will have to be plucked slightly before the time that the rhythmic
{2y — — ! - j notation designates the note(s) to be audible.
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In different parts of this piece, different parts of the guitar body will be .$_3le

knocked on using finger knuckles and finger nails. The following is a n<<p=—n —mff —————n <<p—n
diagram and notation system designating the ‘how’ and ‘where’ to

knock. Additional descriptions will be provided in the score.

[3]Front, upper right Gugin Techniques and Notation

body, with fingernail

Front body, above
hole, thumb nuckle

Backside, 1st finger
/ knuckle

Gugin will be notated using both Western notation as well as the
traditional guqin jinzipu’ notation.

Unless specifically requested by the composer, the jinzipu notation
will be left out of these performance notes and given to the guqin
performer upon request. All jinzipu notation used in this music is
standard, traditional notation and would already be known by any
intermediate to advanced gugin performer.

<7 Side, under neck,
with thumb nuckle

Front body, in front of
bridge, w/thumb
knuckle or finger
flesh.
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